Review article: computed tomography and magnetic resonance in the diagnosis of intraventricular cerebral masses.
We describe a series of 60 cases of patients with masses arising within the cerebral ventricles. The site and relative frequency is noted for each histological type. The differential diagnosis depends on patient age and sex, site, morphology and number of masses, presence and type of hydrocephalus and the characteristics of the mass on computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance (MR) images. A review of the literature has been performed and this information collated with our own experience to give detailed descriptions of the typical features of each intraventricular mass. Attention is drawn to intraventricular neurocytoma, a recently described tumour that may be mistaken histologically for intraventricular oligodendroglioma or ependymoma. A comparison is made of the value of CT and MR in the diagnosis of intraventricular masses.